
 

  

SUMMER 2010 NEWSLETTER  

The sun is shining, your dog is enjoying frolicking in the grass, all 
sounds lovely?  

But watch out ! The Grass Seed is about! Or in 
other words the 'Foxtail'.  
These are 'arrow' like grass seeds that can break 
away from their stems and become embedded 
into your pet's paws, ears, nostrils, skin and even 
the eyes. 
In just one day we had three animals affected by 
these prickly customers! 

 
Firstly we have two brothers called Max and 
Digby, theyôre 21/

2 year old King Charles Span-
iels. Their owner bought them in to see our 
Head Vet Caroline as they had both suddenly 
started to shake their head after a walk and 
seemed a bit poorly.  
Caroline suspected a foreign body may be lodged in their ear canals, 
but as both their ears were very sore she decided it was kinder to 
sedate them to give a thorough examination. Lo and behold a grass 
seed was found in both Max and Digbyôs left ears!  
The grass seeds were both removed and anti-inflammatory drugs 
were given to help with their sore ears. Hopefully these two brothers 
wonôt get into any more mischief whilst on their daily rummaging in 
the park! 
 
Harry  here is a 11/

2 year old Chow Chow. His owner brought Harry in 
to see Vet Tommaso, as whilst taking him on 
his daily walk (walking past the long grasses 
and bushes  etc), Harry started to óyelpô out! His 
eye became very red, inflammed and was pro-
ducing discharge.  
Harry was indeed very uncomfortable.        
Tommaso suspected there was a foreign body 
in Harryôs left eye, however as his eye was very 
sore local anaesthetic was applied to the eye,. 

Tommaso was then able to perform a thorough investigation and re-
trieve a VERY large grass seed! This caused an ulcer on the cornea 
but thankfully, after being prescribed antibiotic eye cream and pain-
killer, Harry made a full recovery. 
Our advice: 

Avoid long grass during summer and early autumn. 

Always check your pets coat, especially around the ears and feet after a  

walk 

If your dog is shaking his head  after a walk, has any swelling between  

the toes or elsewhere on the body, call us to make an appointment.. 

020 73591888 

GRASS SEED DANGER!  

Canonbury Vet Cares  

§ We understand the spe-

cial bond between pet 

and client. 

 

§ We take time over your 

petôs health, with 20min-

ute consultations as 

standard (industry norm 

is 10mins). 

§ Caring and highly      

qualified staff 

§ High level of equipment 

on site. 

§ Owned by vets, run by 

vets, with the health of 

your pet at heart. 

§ Open and honest about 

fees and charging. 

§ Strong emphasis on   

preventative health 

care. 

The Offender 

Max 

and 

Digby 

Harry  

See over for summer dangers 

that could affect your cat or 

rabbit.  



 

Summer Bunny Care: 

Balcony Alert: Your cat may not look before it leaps! 

Every summer we see cases of so called 

ôHigh Rise Syndromeô. 

This occurs because cats aren't good at judg-

ing depth and can leap out of windows or off 

balconies falling many floors.   

Some cats are remarkably lucky and escape 

just with bruising. However they can break 

legs, rupture internal structures and damage 

their teeth and mouths.  

Boris, a young Russian Blue cat, had a very 

lucky escape. He fell FIVE storeys from a 

window! He was found by a passer by and 

rushed to the near-

est vets.   

Fortunately Boris 

was microchipped 

so his worried 

owners could be   

rapidly traced. 

They transferred 

Boris back to  

Canonbury where, 

after  

stabilisation,  

digital x-rays  

demonstrated a 

fractured leg.  

Can you see the 

fracture on the x-ray? 

Boris underwent surgery to pin the fracture 

and after a period of rest and recuperation 

has made a full recovery.  

Borisôs owners 

were very  

grateful he was  

m i c r o c h i p p e d 

and insured! 

 

Our Advice:  

Always monitor your cat when out 

on a   balcony.    

Take care with open windows, es-

pecially in hot weather when cats 

seem more prone to leaping. 

 

If your rabbit hasn't 

been to the vets for a 

while we can offer a free 

check up to discuss 

diet, vaccinations and 

also a new preventative 

treatment against the 

serious E. cuniculi 

parasites that can cause 

brain damage and kid-

Canonbury Vets is proud 

of  its strong focus on 

preventative health care.  

Good preventative 

health care is especially 

vital for rabbits.  

The wrong diet can lead 

to life threatening tooth 

and bone problems,  

Our Advice: 

Feed mostly hay with a high 

fibre complete pellet, NOT a 

muesli mix. Ask out trained 

pet shop staff for advice.  

Check your rabbits bottom 

area at least once every day. 

If your rabbit has a dirty bot-

tom, sores or you have any 

concerns book a health check 

with our vet. 
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WE are proud of 

our compassionate, 

caring, highly 

skilled team of vets. 

All   are highly 

qualified and 

trained to provide 

the very best of 

care.  

Here at Canonbury 

each vet has their 

own special area of 

expertise, so you 

can be sure your pet 

will see a vet with 

the skills they need, 

be it in medicine, 

ultrasound or 

surgery.  

How to contact us: 

 

020 73591888 

 

226-228 Essex Road 

London 

N1 3AP 

Borisôs X-ray. 

Can you see the fracture? 

Borisôs post-
op x-rays.  
Pins have 
been placed 
to hold the 
bone in 
place.  

obesity and also the horrible 
condition called fly strike.  

 

© Canonbury Veterinary Practice 2010 T 020 7359 1888 F 020 7359 2549 E canonburyvet@yahoo.com www.canvet.com 

Victor Memorial Ltd trading as Canonbury Veterinary Practice. Registered Office 223-228 Essex Rd. N1 3AP. Registered in England 5713653 


